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forstaile, and with their monopolie to kepe the market alone as please
them. Let not so many be brought up in idelnes, let husbandry and
tillage be restored, let clothe workings be renewed, that there may be
honest labours for this idell sort to passe their tyme in profitablye,
whiche hitherto either povertie hath caused to be theves, or elles
nowe be either vagabondes, or idel serving men, and shortelye wilbc
theves.
Boubtles onles you finde a remedy for these enormities, you shall
in vaine advaunce your selves of executing justice upon fellons. For
this justice is more beautiful in apperaunce, and more ftorishynge to
the she we, then either juste or profitable. For by suffring your youthe
wantonlie and viciously to be brought up, and to be infected, even
frome theyr tender age, by litle and litle with vice: then a goddes
name to be punished, when they commit the same faultes after being
come to mans state, front their youthe they were ever like to do:
In this pointe, I praye you, what other thing do you, then make
theves and then punish them? Now as I was thus speakinge, the
lawier began to make hym selfe readie to answere, and was de-
termined with him selfe to use the common fashion and trade of
dlsputers, which be more diligent in rehersinge, then answeringe, as
thinking- the memorie worthy of the chief praise. In dede sir, quod he,
you have said wel, being but a stranuger, and one that myghte rather
lieare some thing of these matters, then have any exacte or perfecte
knowledge of the same, as I wil incontinent by open proffe make mani^
fest and plaine. For firste I will reherse in order all that you have
sayde: then I wyll declare wherein you be deceaved, through lacke of
knowledge, in all oure fashions, maners and customes: and last of
all I will aunswere youre argumentes, and confute them every one.
Firste therefore I wyll begynne where I promysed Foure thynges
you semed to me. Holde youre peace, quod the Cardinal!: for it ap-
peareth that you will make no shorte aunswere, which make suche a
beginnynge. Wherefore at this time you shall not take the paynes
to make youre aunswere, but kepe it to youre nexte meatynge, which
I woulde be righte glad, that it might be even to morrowe next,
onles either you or mayster Raphael have any earnest let.
But nowe mayster Raphael, I would verye gladlye heare of you,
why you thinke thefte not worthye to be punished with deathe, or
what other punishmente you can devise more expedient to the weale
publlqtie. For I am sure you are not of that rainde, that you woulde
have thefte escape unpunished. For yf nowe the extreme punishemente
of deathe can not cause them to leave stealinge, then yf ruffians and
robbers should be suer of their lyves; what violence, what f eare were
hable to holde their handes from robbinge, whiche woulde take the
mitigation, of the punishmente, as a verye provocation to the mis-
chief e? guerlye my lorde, quod I, I thinke it not ryght nor justice,